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Lantern, for which someone wrote a sacrilegious litany supplicating it to avenge the wrongs of France and have pity on the people, with the refrain, " Effroi des aristocrats, vengez-nous." The street lamp only came into general use in Paris during the reign of Louis XIV. Before his time, for many years, the Parisians had been in the habit of setting a lamp in a conspicuous window during times of danger; but under Louis XIV. the lantern in the streets became an object* of great admiration. The first and most interesting lantern of Paris hung on a house opposite the Hotel de Ville below a bust of the Grand Monarque, and during the reign of Louis XVI. this iron branch came to be at once interesting and terrifying to the aristocrats. The year 1790 was more or less quietly ushered in at the capital, but throughout France chateaux were burned, their owners cruelly outraged and banished, a vast amount of property of all kinds destroyed, and terror and confusion reigned supreme.
"The first day of the year," Morris says, "some friends call and give me the salutations of the season, and I go [January rst] round and pay sundry visits of the season, among others at the Chitelet to the Baron Besenval. He is a little vexed at finding new delays in his trial. Fie receives a visit from the dames de la Halle, who in very bad French, though Parisians, make him their sincere compliments, promise friendship and assistance, which are not to be despised. He of course treats them all with respect, and Mesdames d'Oudenarde and La Gaze stimulate them to acts of violence. This is truly characteristic of wrathful women. I go to M. de Lafayette's. A long time before the company assemble. Dine at half-past four. He tells me that Monsieur and Mirabeau are closely allied, that one is a weak and indolent creature, the other an active and artful rascal I tell him that they must fin-ie le Tiers Stat/1 until ten years later he was dismissed and placed in theStates in Paris.; in effect, he feels attached to his ;| plan, which is natural, but if adopted, I think it will work                                I evil to him as well as to the countiy, for the paper money must depreciate. He asks whether, in my opinion, the paper proposed by the committee will sustain its value. I tell him no, but that he had better let the plan of his opponents do the mischief. He seems to be convincedationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
